
Blackboard and Accessibility

N E W  FAC U LT Y  O R I E N TAT I O N  2 0 1 6

P E N N Y  R I C E  AN D  D R E W  C H I L E S



Accessibility

N E W  FAC U LT Y  O R I E N TAT I O N  2 0 1 6

D R E W  C H I L E S



University of Mississippi – Information Technology

Accessibility

 Making digital content 
flexible enough to reach 
the broadest possible 
range of users regardless 
of their physical abilities.

 Course materials and 
university documents and 
content should always be 
as accessible as possible.

 This consideration is 
becoming a mainstay at 
universities across the 
country.

 7 Basic Concerns of digital 
content:
 Images, objects, and graphics 

need ‘Alt Text.’

 Video and audio need to have 
captions or transcripts.

 Documents should have a 
simple, logical structure.

 Use strong color contrast.

 Tables and charts need a 
simple design and proper 
tagging. 

 Links need descriptive text 
that does not include ‘read 
more’ or ‘click here.’

 Can I navigate the website 
with my keyboard?
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Accessibility Workshops this Fall

 10¢ Tour of the 

$1,000,000 Issue

 The most cursory of 

introductions

 Introduction to 

Accessibility

 How to create accessible 

docs using Microsoft 

Office and Adobe Acrobat

 Universal Design as an 

Accessibility Technique

 Alissa Evans in ODEL

 Basic Web Accessibility

 Keyboard nav vs. screen 

readers

 How to test a webpage for 

accessibility compliance

 Accessible Course 

Materials

 How to plan for, select, 

assess, and improve your 

course materials



University of Mississippi – Information Technology

Accessibility & Technology Solutions

 We are here for faculty support.

 We will gladly come to your office or department and 
tailor the presentation to your course materials, 
pedagogy, software, timeframe, etc.

 Offer workshops every week through FTDC.

 INCA form from SDS—we have to comply.  Call us.

 Preparing is always better than retrofitting.

 Morally right as well as a legal imperative.

accessibility@olemiss.edu or visit ittraining.olemiss.edu

mailto:accessibility@olemiss.edu
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What is Blackboard?

 An online course management system available to 

UM instructors for posting course materials, 

assignments, blogs, wikis, discussion boards, online 

tests, grades, etc.

blackboard.olemiss.edu

https://blackboard.olemiss.edu
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How do I get my course onto Blackboard?

 Enable it for use in Blackboard

 Through myOleMiss Class Rolls and Grades 

interface

 Enrollments synchronized each hour

https://my.olemiss.edu
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Notable Features

 Assignments

 Plagiarism Detection

 Inline Grading

 Discussion Boards

 Blogs and Journals

 Wikis

 Self & Peer Assessments

 Online Tests

 Mashups

 Grade Center

 Rubrics

 ePortfolios

 Retention 
Center
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Blackboard Mobile Learn

 App available for Apple 

iOS, and Android

 View course content, 

participate in 

discussion boards, 

take quizzes, view 

grades, etc.

 Receive push notifications of new course activity
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Blackboard Assistance

 Tutorials

 Help link within Blackboard 

 www.olemiss.edu/blackboard

 Workshops and one-on-one 

training available through 

the FTDC

 Contact Information

 Phone – 662-915-7918

 Email – blackboard@olemiss.edu

http://www.olemiss.edu/blackboard
mailto:blackboard@olemiss.edu


University of Mississippi – Information Technology

Technology Enhancement Week

 September 12-16

 Available for all faculty, staff, and graduate 

instructors

 Registration required

 Final schedule available soon

 What topics would you like to learn more about?

Register at ittraining.olemiss.edu

http://ittraining.olemiss.edu
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Questions

 Penny Rice

 parice@olemiss.edu

 Drew Chiles

 agchiles@olemiss.edu

mailto:parice@olemiss.edu
mailto:jb@olemiss.edu

