Mississippi Association of Physicists

Spring Meeting

April 8, 2006

Ole Miss

Oxford, MS


The Mississippi Association of Physicists (MAP) met at Ole Miss in Columbus, MS on April 8, 2006 for the annual spring meeting.  Registration began at 9:00am.  At 9:15am, Paul Cuicchi called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with the following presentations:


Heat Transfer Demonstrations presented by Breese Quinn

A Wilberforce Pendulum Demonstration provided by  Rich Raspet

Physics Tutorial Software presented by Josh Gladden  

Old Business: April Fowler read the minutes, which were approved by acclamation.  Willie Newell read the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read.  

New Business:  A motion was made and approved to have a fall business MAP meeting in addition to the MAP session to be held during the MSTA convention.  The fall business meeting will be held at Mississippi State University (the date will be announced later).  It was recommended that the one hour MAP session during MSTA convention be reserved for presentations and sharing physics ideas.  A request was made for MAP members to volunteer to serve as presenters.  Another recommendation was made that the Physics Teacher of the Year award presentation be awarded during meeting at the MSTA convention.  MAP members are encouraged to email their nominations for this award.  A recommendation was made that the MAP website include information about upcoming meetings and a summary of each meeting after it is held.  

Elections for the 2006-2007academic year were held and the results are as follows:

Newly elected Executive Board Members (term expires 2008):


4 year institutions
Larry Croft


2 year colleges

Kevin McKone


High Schools

Darla Nash


At Large

Thomas Jamerson

Newly elected executive board members (term expires 2007) are:


4 year institutions
Rob Kroeger


2 year colleges

Mary Boleware


High Schools

April Fowler


At Large

Paul Cuicchi

Officers elected for the 2006-2007 academic year are:


President

Paul Cuicchi


Vice President

Larry Croft


Secretary

April Fowler

Willie Newell continues to serve as Treasurer.

The business meeting was followed by dutch lunch at a local BBQ restaurant. 

Summary of Presentations:

Heat Transfer Demonstrations presented by Breese Quinn


Demonstartions began with the heating of a large nail or metal rod to demonstrate conduction.  After paper is rolled tightly around a metal rod and placed in the flames, the paper does not burn because the metal rod conducts heat away from the paper.  Convection was demonstrated by placing ice cubes in the bottom of test tube, steel wool is used to keep the ice at the bottom, then water was added.  The top part of the test tube where the water is was heated and began to boil, yet the ice remained cold.  Radiation was demonstated by using a large utility light.  Heat is felt by a participant when the light was rapidly turned on and off repeatedly for a few seconds, yet the light bulb is cool to the touch immediately after the demo (turned off).  Black can and metal can demo was introduced to demonstrate the rate of heat transfer.

A Wilberforce Pendulum Demonstration provided by  Rich Raspet and demonstrated by a colleague was followed by presentation of the many small door prize pendulums which each participant was given at least one.

Physics Tutorial Software presented by Josh Gladden.  

A introduction and summary of the many software resources for Physics Education in the form of  physics applets available on the internet for free.  PhET and physlets were demonstrated.  His presentation is available at www.phy.olemiss.edu/~jgladden/other/map06.html  
