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The Mississippi Association of Physicists (MAP) met at USM in Hattiesburg, MS on February 17, 2007 for the annual spring meeting.  Registration began at 8:30am.  At 9:00am, Paul Cuicchi called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with the business:

Old Business: Treasurer Willie Newell provided a written treasurers report.

New Business:  Elizabeth Furr has offered to serve as webmaster and Ole Miss wants to help reestablish the MAP website.  Motion was made and accepted to set up a MAP website and to provide payment for it.  A bank draft will be set up to pay for the website if it is not possible for Ole Miss to host it for free.  Presentation of 2007 Outstanding High School physics teacher award was made to Kennel Goldy of Hancock High School.  He was presented with a plaque, $100 cash award, and one year membership to AAPT.  Section Representative, Sandra Harpole provided AAPT news which included a reduced membership rate for new AAPT members, AAPT summer conference will be in Greensboro, South Carolina, and a request for email, phone, and addresses of all new officers.

Elections for the 2006-2007academic year were held and the results are as follows:

Previously elected Executive Board Members (term expires 2008):


4 year institutions
Larry Croft


2 year colleges

Kevin McKone


High Schools

Darla Nash


At Large

Thomas Jamerson

Newly elected executive board members (term expires 2009) are:


4 year institutions
James Sabatier


2 year colleges

Mary Boleware


High Schools

Tommy Sumrall


At Large

Manuf Ali

Officers elected for the 2007-2008 academic year are:


President

James Sabatier


Vice President

Larry Croft


Secretary

Manuf Ali

Willie Newell continues to serve as Treasurer.

The fall meeting was discussed.  The location will be in Jackson at the MSU facility near the Nissan Plant.  Dr. Harpole and Dr Croft will attempt to arrange an optional session on the Friday afternoon to tour the Nissan plant prior to the Saturday business meeting.  Alternate locations of Vicksburg or Grand Gulf were mentioned.

The business meeting was followed by the following presentations 

Acoustical Society of America Fall Meeting  -  James Sabatier

Southern Miss Physics Program Update – Khin Maung Maung

Status of Physics Education in Mississippi  - Chris Sirola

SPS Absolute Zero Campaign Demonstrations – Alina Gearba and USM SPS students

Tour of USM Physics Labs – SPS students will serve as Tour Guides

The meeting was adjourned and followed by lunch on USM Campus

Synopsis of presentations

Acoustical Society of America Fall Meeting  -  James Sabatier announced that the ASA Conference will be in New Orleans this fall from November 27 to December 1.  He discussed possible sessions at the conference such as Hands-on-Demos session for high school students, Take 5 session where members make various 5 minute presentations, Demo shows, and information from the Committee on Education Activities and the Acoustic Education Research.

Southern Miss Physics Program Update – Khin Maung Maung introduced the physics degrees offered at USM and the current research activities.  He introduced each of the USM faculty as he described the research projects which included Laser cooling & trapping, Liquid crystals & polymer dispersions, Optical sensors & Spectroscopy, Computational Statistical & Materials Physics, Computational Acoustics & Physical Oceanography, Relativistic models, Physics education, astronomy, and plasma physics.

Status of Physics Education in Mississippi  - Chris Sirola introduced statistics concerning the number of high schools, certified physics teachers at high schools, and the number of high school students who take physics.  The MAP group discussed possible reasons why few students take physics.  Suggestions were made for more middle school teachers to learn conceptual physics and the possibility of Universities offering a graduate algebra based physics class.

SPS Absolute Zero Campaign Demonstrations – Alina Gearba and USM SPS students provided several great demonstrations using liquid nitrogen.  The presentation was titled Absolute Zero and the conquest of Cold.  The Society of Physics Students at USM will visit local high schools to make this presentation including the liquide nitro demonstrations.  Uses and applications of cold technology were introduced.  A java applet was used to explain the process of laser cooling of atoms.

Tour of USM Physics Labs – SPS students served as tour guides to the research facilities of USM.

