MS Sec. AAPT-MAP
Spring Meeting

April 5, 2008
The Mississippi Association of Physicists (MAP) held the Spring 2008 at the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS) in Port Gibson, Mississippi. Registration began at 8:30 am. At 9:00 AM President James Sabatier called the meeting to order and provided a welcome to the MAP membership.  After a brief introduction he turned the meeting over to Mr. Jim Carry and Mr. Walter Cade.
Walter Cade, GGNS Operation Manager, and Jim Carry, Training & Development Manager, provided an overview of the GGNS and plans for several new Entergy nuclear power units in both Mississippi and Texas in addition to the local security regulations.  Mr. Carry exhorted the need for 1200 new nuclear power employees, many of which are engineers and technicians, emphasizing MAP’s role as physics educators.  The membership was then escorted to the GGNS simulator training facility.  Here the power plant control panel was demonstrated and several emergency procedures were demonstrated.
Following this, the President introduced the next phase of the meeting to address and discern MAP goals and tasks to implement these goals.  The Physics Department Chairs from the four public universities provided an overview of their respective departments’ teaching and research programs to initiate discussion.   The Chairs and/or their representatives were Professors Quinton Williams, JSU, Khin Maung, USM, Lucien Cremaldi, UM, and Sandra Harpole, MSU.  There was discussion regarding how many of the educational activities presented could be fostered throughout the state via MAP’s membership, newsletter and web page. 
The President presented MAP goals from the Constitution and Newsletter.  It was decided to post these on the MAP web page and add links to various happenings at the universities, TYC, and HS.  Links to www.msphysics.org will also be accomplished.  Ken Wester of MSMS indicated that MAP’s involvement with MSTA did meet many needs of the high school teachers, but holding meetings at MSTA resulted in a loss of university faculty involvement in MAP.  In a note to the President, Marsha Hobbs, an AAPT  PTRA representative, indicated she would offer workshops via MAP meetings, but the most recent workshop series resulted in cancellation of the third in the series due to low registration numbers.  The President reminded the membership that MAP could serve as a teacher workshop follow-up meeting day that is often required in NSF, DoE and IHL grants and had served in this capacity many times in the past.  Dr. Cremaldi indicated he had a group of QuarkNet teachers at the current meeting and these included Ken Wester, Dennis Reed, and Kris Sahu. 
The Executive Board meeting was held during lunch.  Thanks to the help of Walter Cade, the membership enjoyed a chicken and rib BBQ meal during discussions.  The main topic of discussion was the Fall and Spring MAP meeting.  The Board decided to pursue the Red Hills Mine facility for the Fall 2008 meeting.  The local point of contact for this meeting is Mr. Mike Thomas.  Several options fall the Spring 2009 meeting included Griffin Industries in West Point, American Eurocopter and Aurora Flight Sciences in Columbus, and Howard Industries in Laurel.
Following the Executive Board meeting, the membership approved a change in the institutional dues for the 4-year universities and 2-year colleges from $50 and $15 to $300 and $50, respectively.  It was decided to leave the individual dues the same.  No action was taken on 4-year colleges or associate member dues.  Dr. Khin Maung suggested that MAP reach out to the 4-year private colleges through faculty seminars and a MAP brochure and that the MAP membership application from be mailed to Departmental Chairs so they can encourage faculty to join the organization.  

Next, the membership proceeded to the Spring 2008 elections.  The President referred to the MAP Constitution to explain errors that have been occurring in this election process dating as far back as the archival minutes could be discovered.  As a result of these errors and in the spring of 2008, the President appointed several members to fill vacancies on the Board, as allowed by the Constitution in these instances.  These changes and newly elected Board members and officers are indicated below.
· 4 year institutions: 4 members
· 1. Mark Novotny, MSU (2010) elected to Board 5 April 2008 GGNP meeting

· 2. James Sabatier, UM (2009) re-elected President 5 April GGNP meeting

· 3. Carlysle Meek, DSU (2010) appointed to Board by Sabatier 01 March 2008

· 4. Quinton Williams, JSU (2010) elected to Board 5 April 2008 GGNP meeting
· TYC: 3 members
· 1. Kevin McKone, CoLin CC (2010) re-elected to Board 5 April GGNP meeting

· 2. Mary Boleware, JCJC(2009) 

· 3. George Nock, NEMCC (2010) appointed to Board by Sabatier 01 March 2008.
· HS: 4 members
· 1. Dennis Reed, MSMS (2010) elected to Board 5 April GGNP meeting, elected Secretary same day

· 2. Tommy Sumrall, Forrest County AHS (2009)

· 3. Kris Sahu, Ridgeland HS (2010) appointed to Board by President 01 March 2008

· 4. Susanna Stewart, Vicksburg Warren Central HS (2010) elected to board 5 April GGNP meeting.
· At-Large: 2 members
· 1. Vacant (2010)
· 2. Manaf Ali, NWMCC (2009) elected Vice President 5 April 2008, GGNP meeting

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:00PM.
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