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ABSTRACT 
 
Most of the Arab countries are located in arid and semi-arid zones known for their 
scanty annual rainfall, very high rates of evaporation and consequently extremely 
insufficient renewable water resources. Sustainable Management of Water resources 
is a must as water scarcity is becoming more and more a development constraint 
impeding the economic growth of many countries in the region. Due to the expanding 
population in this century together with the increasing per capita water demand and 
the huge socio-economic developments of the last three decades the need for 
sustainable use and management of the region's scarce water resources has become an 
eminent condition for survival. Many of the surface and groundwater resources in the 
region are drawn from shared rivers and aquifers respectively, complicating the 
situation even further. The consequences of water scarcity and conflicts could lead to 
serious crisis and possible confrontations, if they are not looked at, and dealt with, 
from a mandatory and equitable sustainable approach.  

Current concentration areas of IHP in the Arab Region are Groundwater Protection 
and Rainfall Water Management, with special emphasis on Wadi Hydrology. 
Concentration areas are selected during the regional meeting of Arab National 
Committees, held biannually. Activities in the Arab Region include both research and 
training.   

Two extra budgetary projects are initiated in UCO: the UNESCO/Flanders Funds-In-
Trust Project on “Capacity Building and Training on Environmental Planning and 
Management” in Gaza, and the UNESCO/UNDP SPPD Project on “Groundwater 
Protection” in Egypt.  
 
Launched recently, a new FRIEND Project for the river Nile. The FRIEND NILE has 
selected various research projects, being carried out by research groups with members 
of all riparian Nile countries. The Project coordination is currently based in Egypt by 
Water Resources Research Institute.  
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http://www.unesco-cairo.org/Programmes/science/ihp/gwp.htm
http://www.unesco-cairo.org/Programmes/science/ihp/wadi.htm
http://www.unesco-cairo.org/Programmes/science/ihp/ihp-Anat.HTM
http://www.unesco-cairo.org/Programmes/science/ihp/ihp-Anat.HTM
http://www.unesco-cairo.org/Activities-UCO.asp?Type=ForthIHP


First International Conference on Saltwater Intrusion and Coastal Aquifers— 
Monitoring, Modeling, and Management. Essaouira, Morocco, April 23–25, 2001 

   


	INVITED PAPER
	UNESCO  Role in Sustainable Water Resources Management in the Arab Region
	ABSTRACT

